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1. Please enter your district number:

623

2. Please enter your district name:

Roseville

3. Please enter your name:

Tamy Reese

4. Please enter your email address:

tamy.reese@isd623.org

5. How did you identify new and underserved populations? What were your key findings?

New and underserved populations were identified using the Demographic Report complied by Roseville School District. This
report identifies the student population by Ethnicity, English Learners, including primary language spoken in the home, and
Free/Reduced lunch participation. The data from our district was compared to the data reported by ECFE parent participants
and collected for the early education student data reporting. This comparison provided us with a look at the people we are
currently serving in the ECFE program as compared to those that actually reside in our school district. 

From the families that reported ethnicity and participating in ECFE, 70% of the families we currently serve identified as White,
20% Asian, 6% Black, 3% Hispanic and 1% other. Our school district's student ethnicity is 50% White, 21% Asian, 16% Black,
12 % Hispanic and 1% other. These findings indicate that the ECFE class participation do not reflect the ethnicity of our school
district K-12 population. We are doing well with White and Asian family participation, but need to increase participation of
Black and Hispanic families who reside in our district. 

Regarding primary language spoken in the home, 87% of the ECFE participants speak English in their homes, and 13%
speak a language other than English, (the most common of these being Korean). Whereas, the school district families
reported that 28% of the students speak a language other than English in their home (the most common being Spanish and
Karen). This data shows the need to provide outreach, translation/interpreters and encourage participation to increase the
number of EL families in our ECFE program. 

Looking at the income level of families participating in ECFE classes, 38% paid the full fee for the class. 66% used the sliding
fee, and 7% paid no fee. Comparing to free and reduced lunch of the school district, 46% of the students receive free/reduced
lunch. Our program does not reach as many families as we could who are living at or below the poverty level. 

6. How did you identify child and family risk factors? What were your key findings?

We looked at a variety of resources to identify risk factors of families living in our communities. The Ramsey County
Community Health Assessment and Community Needs Assessment in Ramsey County conducted by Wilder provided some
information about the families living in our community. The Roseville School District Demographics, the PreK and/or ECFE
scholarships requests, and the PreK and ECFE parent surveys provided additional information about the needs of families in
our district. 

Risk factors that were identified are: poverty, being an immigrant (immigrants from Burma and Somalia are the fastest growing
groups in our community). Being an English Language Learner and also a lack of resources (suitable housing, employment)
are also risk factors for the families in our community. According to The Ramsey County Community Health Assessment, the



teen birth rate in Ramsey county is 9% and this is an area that we will continue to monitor and an area that we can improve by
providing outreach and classes to this demographic. 

46% of the students in our district receive free/reduced lunch; therefore, poverty is an issue many families deal with every day.
Being that cost is also a barrier to participating in ECFE classes, the Drop in and Play classes are now free. (this was started
during the 2014 – 15 school year and the attendance doubled). A "Parent Focus" class is also free. Even though there is a
sliding fee for ECFE classes, asking for a waived fee can also a barrier, so having some free options is key to reaching
underserved populations. 

As literacy is a goal for our program, we were interested to learn if families had access to books in their home. We asked how
many books are in your home and 28% of the families in PreK classes reported that they had fewer than 25 children's books
in their home. (15% have 1- 10 and 14 % have 11- 25). The Early Child Advisory Council is working on a project to provide
outreach materials and school readiness supplies (including children's books) that is given to families at ECS. The Advisory
Council is also creating literacy backpacks and these will be available at a variety of school buildings for parents to access.
This information helped us to create and support the goal to increase literacy materials available to families. 

7. How did you assess family and parenting education needs? What were your key findings?

A survey was conducted of the families in ECFE and PreK to learn more about family and parenting education needs. These
questions addressed these needs: 
• What are some challenges of parenting? What parenting education topics would you be interested in? 
• Where do you go for questions and support on parenting or family issues? 
• For PreK families, have you ever attended an ECFE parent/child class? _____ Yes _____ No _____ I don't know what ECFE
is. 
• Are there any things that make it difficult to attend an ECFE parent/child class? 
• Are there any barriers to attending an ECFE parent/child class? Please list. 
• What are some challenges of parenting? What parenting education topics would you be interested in? 

The findings revealed that the most common barrier to participation was lack of classes and time constraints for working
families. Parents wanted more evening class options. Other barriers were cost and transportation, along with being a non-
English speaker. Some families participating in PreK noted that they did not know about ECFE (8.5% said they did not know
what ECFE is, and 44% of families whose children are in PreK have not attended an ECFE class). 

Parents are looking for more information about discipline, as this topic was mentioned the most by parents. Many other topics
were also listed by parents: power struggles, parenting a special needs child, dealing with anger, tantrums, feeling isolated,
parenting alone, eating, sleeping, and others. This list of topics is helpful as we plan classes that are relevant to today's
families. 

Parents noted that they go to support and information about parenting to Family, Friends, Internet, and Physician. These 4
were the ones that most parents checked when asked, "Where do you go for questions and support on parenting and family
issues?" For marketing and outreach purposes this is important information. Family and Friends were noted by 77% of the
parents as the place they go to for parenting support. These are important people in our community to get information to about
our program. 

8. How will your programming and services be tailored to the needs of families and parents prioritized in the community
needs assessment?

1. Marketing/outreach to underserved populations: From the findings, our program needs to increase the participation of those
that actually live in our district. The ECFE class participation should represent the demographics of our school district. To
achieve this goal, we need to increase the participation of families of color and also those that speak a language other than
English, who may may it hard to participate. To address this, we did include information that was translated in 5 languages in
the ECFE brochure of classes. We are also reaching out to the parents who participate in the Adult EL classes. We offer a
parenting class option during the adult class time and parents attending the EL classes can participate in an ECFE parent
discussion. We plan to offer this class every other week during 2015 – 16. Plans are underway to also increase access to



literacy materials for children through these classes. We learned that some families have fewer than 25 books in their home,
so the Early Childhood Advisory Council is creating literacy backpacks that can be checked out by families. 

2. Class schedule and topics: For Fall 2015, we have added an additional evening of ECFE classes. Starting in the fall of
2015, our will now have classes on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings and also Saturday morning. For working
families, we will offer short -term classes as well, such as 4 or 6 weeks on a specific topic. The needs assessment shows that
many options are needed for the variety of families that reside in our district. 
To respond to the data regarding topic ideas, short-term classes, and the need for free classes, a new option called "Parent
Focus" for parents with children birth – grade 3 was developed. These are 1 hour parenting only topics offered during the day
and evening. The classes are free and free childcare is provided. Topics for Fall 2015 are: Importance of Sleep for Children
and Adults, Child Care and Babysitters (what to expect and how to find), Rituals and Traditions, Dealing with Siblings, and
Helicopter Parenting.

3. Providing school readiness and parenting resources for families: The main idea that the data showed was that many
families go to family, friends, the Internet and their family physician for parenting information. This leads to the need to make
sure the ECFE websites are up to date and the need for community outreach in general. A person may not have a child, but
may share with a family member or friend who asks about parenting. The ECFE program also needs to reach out to clinics,
first by making sure that our ECFE class information is available at area clinics. Then, we can also explore ideas to partner
with clinics, by providing parenting information through brochures, but there may also be some ways to provide on site
classes, prenatal parenting classes, etc. A broader community outreach approach is needed to reach more families. 
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