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1. Please enter your district number:

518

2. Please enter your district name:

Worthington

3. Please enter your name:

Tara Thompson

4. Please enter your email address:

tara.thompson@isd518.net

5. How did you identify new and underserved populations? What were your key findings?

In comparing our programming with the student enrollment summary report from CAMPUS, this helped in identifying new and
underserved populations. The district 518 preschool report shows that 72% of the student population is non- white. The
programming that we offer, we are hitting the mark in the fact that 72% of our participants are non-white. But, when you look at
the break down of the 72%, we can identify 2 specific race/ethnicity groups that are not represented very well in our class
make-up. Certain class offerings may be closer to the percentage than others, but we'd like to boost the offerings in all types of
class offerings. The two that need the most attention are Asian and Black/African American. The ECFE parent/child classes
are the ones that need to increase enrollment from these two populations. The evidence of this also rang true with the survey
that we gave to early childhood stakeholders. They also reported that we need parenting classes for the East African and
Karen families in our community.
Another underserved population in our community/classes is the participation of fathers. The evidence of this shines through
in the ECFE annual report. Many of our fathers participate in one- time events, but aren't regular enrollees in classes. 

6. How did you identify child and family risk factors? What were your key findings?

The early childhood stakeholder survey returned four risk factors that were relevant on different levels for several individuals
and programs/agencies. Language and communication in our community is a piece that can't be ignored, but always needs to
be considered in program offerings. The preschool population is 72% non-white and reiterates the need for good
communication with the ELL community members. Sometimes cultural differences interfere with program participation and
programs need to be aware of this and strategize to minimize this happening.
Another risk factor is the lack of transportation or public transportation in the community. Families are making choices on
which program to participate in based on the availability of transportation, not on quality programming or what is the best
setting to meet the needs of the preschool child and their learning style. 
Many families in our community fall into the category of working poor. They make too much money to qualify for income based
services, but to pay a fee to have their child attend a preschool program in the community puts a strain on the family budget.
Therefore, some are choosing not to send their child/children to a preschool experience.
In the responses from the survey, several referred to the state and wanting to implement all day pre-k. Comments included
that this creates too much pressure, let communities decide what works best for them to give children the opportunity to attend
preschool, we need to keep pre k developmentally appropriate, no testing for pre k, don't take the preschool years away from
the parents. Is preschool offered as a convenience to working families?

7. How did you assess family and parenting education needs? What were your key findings?

There were three strong points that were mentioned in the area of family/parenting education needs from the surveys returned
from early childhood stakeholders in the community. There needs to be continued education/awareness of program options in



our community for parents to participate in. In regards to this, it was mentioned that preschool is for play (social emotional
growth) and not just academics. 
Past ECFE participants commented that the bonds that were formed with other parents/families in ECFE last a lifetime, but
parents recognize that as children grow, parenting needs to grow with them and feel that parent classes at the early
elementary level would be beneficial. 
We know that if a parent wants information, the first place they turn to is online sites. Dual working families aren't willing to
commit to a 10 week ECFE session, but feel they can get the information that they need through social media. But the parents
that make the commitment to attend ECFE find it irreplaceable. Along with this, sometimes parents don't even realize that
ECFE is for them. Clearly defining programs relates back to the aforementioned item of education and awareness of
opportunities.

8. How will your programming and services be tailored to the needs of families and parents prioritized in the community
needs assessment?

After reviewing the results of the survey and discussions with upper management, there are some findings that we'd like to
pursue in making our programming better and the community better. I can't say that we have all the answers, but we are going
to put forth the effort to fill gaps, make improvements, and gather further information to tackle the findings of the Community
Needs Assessment. In regards to identifying new and underserved populations: we would like to collaborate with the Nobles
County Integration Collaborative and the bi-lingual staff that they employ to improve program participation and look at offering
some dads only events. In regards to risk factors, we would like to invite city officials to the table to discuss possible
ideas/solutions to the public transportation issue. And lastly, we would like to bring up the topic of offering parent classes for
parents of early elementary students at the Prek - 3rd grade initiative meeting. Along with that, the need to offer some type of
online/social media parent tip of the week. In trying to help meet the needs of dual working parents that find it difficult to
commit to a 10 week session, how about Timely Topics offerings? This could be a joint venture between clinics and ECFE to
offer 1 time topics for free to parents to attend and facilitated by a variety of presenters from the clinic or ECFE depending on
the topic. Topics may include potty training, language development and other topics as needed based on what is seen from
the different areas.
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