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1. 2017-18 ECFE Community Needs Assessment

1. Please enter your district's information for the ECFE Annual Report.

 District Contact Information

Responder Name: Laura Walser

Responder Email Address: lwalser@isd2135.org

Official District Name: Maple River Schools

District Number: 2135

2. How did you identify new and underserved populations? What were your key findings?

Multiple resources were used to compare our programming demographics to other local and state demographics. We
reviewed the ECFE Participant Questionnaires, Minnesota Report Card, Minnesota Compass, Minnesota Kids Count and
Community Action Partnership Community Needs Assessment. 

Key findings from the research were:

-Our program increased participation in preschool-age children in our child care program. Due to offering this program, we
were able to serve more working families. 

-Our program saw another change in the number of low-income/poverty level children. In 2015-16 our preschool program had
30% of students receive tuition assistance based on income, in 2016-17 it was at 35% and this year is was at 28%. The district
Free/Reduced Lunch program numbers are 37%. According to CAP Needs Assessment, the county of Faribault is one of the
lowest low-income counties in the area and that is the lowest number of kids that we serve in our program. This is a
population that should be focused on. 

-According to Minnesota Kids Count and those that reported income on our ECFE Participant Questionnaire, our low-
income/poverty level children line up with their numbers as well. Our program low-income percentage is 31%, compared to
34% on MN Kid Counts. Our program poverty percentage is 25% and MN Kids count is 21%.

-Special education numbers between Minnesota Report card and our program are very similar; our program at 15% of
students compared to the district at 16% of students. So we feel we are serving/reaching that population well.

-Our program numbers in regards to race, line up with district and local numbers found on MN Compass; we have 90% and
higher white population in our district. 

-Underserved population seems to be families with children under 2 years old. Our district census data shows 92 under the
age of 2 years old and our ECFE program served no kids under 2 years old. There were 2 that registered for class but we
didn’t serve them because of the lack of registrations for the class. This is our biggest underserved population.

-Another underserved population seems to be working families that commute. Working out of town, there is no way to get their
children to preschool programming during the day and ECFE classes at night.

3. How did you identify child and family risk factors? What were your key findings?

Multiple resources were used to identify child and family risk factors. We reviewed the ECFE Participant Questionnaire, ECSE
interviews, Minnesota Early Childhood Longitudinal Data System, personal interviews/feedback from participants and Head
Start teacher interview. 



Key findings from the research were:
-A continued risk factor is, lack of transportation to and from preschool. Our district preschool is the only option in our district
and it is located in one of the four towns that make up the school district. Families make their child care/early education
choices based on ability to transport and time available that child care is open. 

-Family Stress/Mental health is a factor that is coming forward more in interviews with Head Start teachers, ECSE teachers
and parents and is a family risk factor to turn attention to. According to Minnesota Kids Count, “Child maltreatment reports
grew by 22.4% and children experiencing out-of-home placement grew by nearly 12% from 2014 to 2015.” Our program saw
this as 4 preschoolers in our program were removed from their home during the last school year. We typically do not see this
even on a yearly basis, let alone with multiple cases in a year. 

-Food/Housing continues to be a risk factor that our community food shelves, Backpack Food Program and Head Start work
hard at stabilizing.

-Increase in kids in single-parent households is creating a new risk factor in our program that we’d like to focus on. 

-Heard more about lack of food in households, more this year then in previous years. Our district has a Backpack Food
Program but not for preschool-age children. Also, our local food shelf has limited hours it’s open, which makes it hard for
parents to make themselves available to attend the food shelf.

4. How did you assess family and parenting education needs? What were your key findings?

Resources used for family and parenting education needs were ECFE participant feedback, Parent Educator interview and
Head Start interview. 

Key Findings were:
-High demand schedules makes it hard for parents to attend education classes. Need to find a way to make it easier for the
parents to participate. 
-More education on program offerings; in more detail. Found that many families have “heard” of ECFE but really have no idea
what it is and does for families. 
-More child and family activities; families are not looking for “commitment classes”
-Education on use of technology and kids
-Education on healthy eating
-More child care options
-More education on parenting skills (especially with behaviors)

5. How will your programming and services be tailored to the needs of families and parents prioritized in the community
needs assessment?

Based on our findings from completing the Community Needs Assessment, our program plans on;
-Continue with our expanded child care program. With the additional child care options being made available, we are hoping
that will also alleviate the family risk factor found in our assessment of transportation to/from preschool; since their child can
be with us for additional time outside of preschool class time. 
-We will also continue to serve our community as a resource in regards to early childhood and the families of young children
in our district. Use Facebook more to reach more parents/family by utilizing our districts new PR staff. 
-Outreach at as much of a personal level as possible to help meet unique/individual needs, as well as educate parents in
more detail on what our program has to offer. We are a small district and have the advantage of performing our
responsibilities at an individual level. 
-Continue to focus on social emotional development and support with challenging behaviors by using the Pyramid Model.
Offer and share these tools with parents to provide more resources on working with behaviors.

6.
Do you provide parents of English learners with translated oral and written information to monitor the program's impact on
their children's English language development?



Yes

7. Do you provide information or support to help parents know whether their children are progressing in developing their
English and native language proficiency?

No

8.   Do you support parents to actively engage with and support their children in developing their English and native
language proficiency?

No

9.
Is your program reviewed periodically to assure that instruction and materials are not racially, culturally, or sexually
biased?

Yes

10.
Does your program encourage parents to be aware of practices that may affect equitable development of children?

Yes

11. Does your district have a PreK-3rd Grade initiative? (to be counted as "yes," the initiative should be included on your
district website, and/or be included in a district plan, like WBWF, district strategic plan, building improvement plan, etc. It
does not count if it is only included in an early childhood web page or plan).

No
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