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1. 2017-18 ECFE Community Needs Assessment

1. Please enter your district's information for the ECFE Annual Report.

 District Contact Information

Responder Name: Monica Potter

Responder Email Address: Monica_Potter@rdale.org

Official District Name: Robbinsdale Area Schools

District Number: 281

2. How did you identify new and underserved populations? What were your key findings?

How did you identify new and underserved populations? 

We examined how who we are serving compares to our community as a whole, as well as our school district’s K-12
population.

The resources to identify new and underserved populations were largely the same one used to identify child and family risk
factors. They included:
• 2016 Census Data (via census reporter.org)
• MDE Data through Minnesota Report Card
• State demographic data Minnesota State Demographic Center 
• Our 2017-18 enrollment data including race, income levels, and languages spoken in home
• The distribution of our families compared to the density of the neighborhood elementary school areas

What were your key findings?

• Our rough calculation of the percentage of our families with English-language-learner (ELL) parent(s) is actually greater than
that of the district as a whole (14% vs 10.2%). This is due in large part to our strong Family Literacy Program. When our Family
Literacy Program families are removed from out counts, we see that roughly 4% of our families have ELL parents.
• We serve close to the same percentage of Hispanic/Latino, American Indian/Alaska Native, and Asian families as our K-12
schools do.
• The percentage of black families we serve, however, is 5 ½ % lower than our K-12 schools, and when we consider that we
do not currently include a “two or more races” option, we could potentially have a gap of about 14% of families of color.
• There are three elementary school neighborhoods that are underrepresented within our families by 3% or more: Northport
Elementary, Zachary Lane Elementary, and Meadow Lake Elementary.
• The percentage of our African-born residents is 20% greater than that of the county and about 1.5 times that of the state. 
• The percentage of the K-12 population for Robbinsdale Area Schools that qualifies for free and reduced lunch is 52.6%. Our
estimate (we do not require families to verify their self-reporting of income) of the percentage of our families that would qualify
for free and reduced lunch is 46%.

3. How did you identify child and family risk factors? What were your key findings?

How did you identify child and family risk factors? What were your key findings?

Using largely the same resources as in identifying new and underserved populations we found that:
• The rate of poverty for children within our district boundaries is 10% higher than in the county and 20% higher than in the
state. 
• Similarly, eleven of seventeen RAS schools have a free and reduced lunch percentage of 50% or more, including 7 of the 8



neighborhood elementary schools.
• Our rate of births to teens was roughly 20% higher than the county and about two times the rate for the state.
• Our percentage of female householders (15%) is also higher than both the county (13) and state (12).

4. How did you assess family and parenting education needs? What were your key findings?

How did you assess family and parenting education needs? 

While we did not complete a broader survey of parenting education needs this year, we do collect some relevant data
annually. At the conclusion of each school year, we have our adult participants complete a retrospective survey that has them
respond to eleven statements, recalling their level of knowledge and skill before attending ECFE and after attending ECFE. A
retrospective survey, in this situation, insures our results are not underestimated by capturing the things learned that parents
didn’t know they didn’t know. You can see the percentage of participants that rated themselves positively (strongly agree or
agree) before and after attending ECFE, for 2017-18, below. (The apparent subtraction errors are due to rounding in the
individual calculations.)

Statement 
1 I am aware of how children change as they learn and grow. 36 98 +63 (% Before ECFE % After ECFE Change in %)
2 I use everyday activities to help my child learn and develop. 47 98 +51
3 I understand how much child’s behavior is affected by his/her temperament. 27 93 +66
4 I use parenting skills that fit my child’s age. 36 97 +60
5 I set clear limits for my child. 36 87 +51
6 I use good communication skills with my child. 42 95 +53
7 I make daily choices to strengthen my relationship with my child. 66 96 +30
8 I am aware of how my everyday parenting decisions affect my child’s growth. 45 98 +53
9 I have relationships with people who provide me with support when I need it. 54 90 +36
10 I know of community resources to help my family. 30 85 +55
11 I understand my role in my child’s future success at school. 67 95 +29

Additionally, we reviewed the major findings and recommendations of the recent audit of early childhood programs within the
state.

What were your key findings?

• There were five statements, listed below, for which less than 40% of parents rated themselves positively before participating
in ECFE. While through participating in ECFE these percentages improved significantly, we can think about these as areas of
potential need for parents not participating in ECFE.

I understand how much child’s behavior is affected by his/her temperament. (27%)
I know of community resources to help my family. (30%)
I use parenting skills that fit my child’s age. (36%) 
I set clear limits for my child. (36%)
I am aware of how children change as they learn and grow. (36%)

• There were three statements that we had 10% or more participants still not feeling confident about after completing ECFE:

I know of community resources to help my family. (15% neutral or negative)
I set clear limits for my child. (13% neutral or negative)
I have relationships with people who provide me with support when I need it. (10% neutral or negative)

5. How will your programming and services be tailored to the needs of families and parents prioritized in the community
needs assessment?

How will your programming and services be tailored to the needs of families and parents prioritized in the community needs



assessment? 

• Reach out to and support families in the Northport and Meadow Lake Elementary area more, due to the underrepresentation
and risk factors existing in those areas
o Assess locations and opportunities to offer programming closer to Northport and Meadow Lake
o Continue to build on support offered to families with VPK through third grade at both schools
o Promote the 2018-19 Parent Connections that will be offered to Northport and Meadow Lake families (and/or consider
offering popular sessions at those schools)
o Have building relationships with child care providers (centers and family child cares) within the Northport and Meadow Lake
boundaries a priority
• Have the ECFE Parent Educator PLC review:
o The 2017-18 program evaluation data that is summarized above
o This document
Things the group can consider:
- How can we, in class and within the program, improve how familiar our families are with community resources available to
them?
- How can we, in class and within the program, encourage greater connection between participants?
- How can we support our families more in the area of limit setting?
- Explore ways that we can expand our support of teen parents.
• Obtain and respond to input from immigrant families participating in traditional ECFE programming regarding how we can
make it more welcoming and effective and relevant for them and others, so we can support more families that are unable to
participate in the Family Literacy program.
• Reach out to child care providers to:
o Connect with more parents about traditional ECFE programming
o Find out from families what type of support, in addition to ECFE classes, they would welcome
o Identify young children and families that could use help in making their homes more language-rich, in effort to improve
school readiness in district
o Look for opportunities to facilitate joint training with child care professionals
• Based on the state audit findings and recommendations, consider offering and incorporating language and literacy
assessments to b-3 year olds:
o Participating in our programming
o Being cared for in childcares within our district
• To the adults in families with birth-3 year olds, offer information about how well they’re supporting their child’s language
development with language pedometers, and tiered interventions based on that data, along with child language assessments,
if appropriate
• Continue to work to align the curriculum in the ECFE childrens classrooms, with potentially the use of ongoing assessments,
with what’s being done in the preschool classrooms, to work towards improved school readiness in the district

6.
Do you provide parents of English learners with translated oral and written information to monitor the program's impact on
their children's English language development?

No

7. Do you provide information or support to help parents know whether their children are progressing in developing their
English and native language proficiency?

Yes

8.   Do you support parents to actively engage with and support their children in developing their English and native
language proficiency?

Yes

9.



Is your program reviewed periodically to assure that instruction and materials are not racially, culturally, or sexually
biased?

Yes

10.
Does your program encourage parents to be aware of practices that may affect equitable development of children?

Yes

11. Does your district have a PreK-3rd Grade initiative? (to be counted as "yes," the initiative should be included on your
district website, and/or be included in a district plan, like WBWF, district strategic plan, building improvement plan, etc. It
does not count if it is only included in an early childhood web page or plan).

Yes
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